instruments. Thus while at the level of pa^u even thoinh
there is freedom, that freedom is conditioned by the soul's
past deeds. On!y at the level of Pali, we have supreme
autonomy.

This supremacy of Pati is compatible with the existence
of souls and bonds, if we understand the concept of th9
Infinite in tha sense explained earlier^ Umapati explains
the supreme autonomy of Pati with the help of an analogy.
Just like the sunlight which pervades all space, the Divine
knowledge pervades the world for the good of souls,
unaffected by the intelligent and non-intelligent entities in
the world which are illuminated by it. The wise consider
this knowledge alone as real knowledge or wisdom.65

It is interestinq in this connection to note what the
author of ''Sivanen-prakasam gives as answer for the question
whether God is not affected by P^-sa, He replies by giving
the following analogies.66

1) Though air pervades the sky, heat, cold, movement
etc., which occur in it do not affect the sky.

2) Salt affects water in the sea, not the space which
contains water.

3) Though antidote and poison may be found on the
same tree, antidote does not remove the poison from the
tree* It is useful in removing poison if anyone has taken
poison-

4) Though poison is found in the snake, it does not
affect the snake.

5) Asafoetida destroys any tree with which it may
come into contact, but it does not destroy the tree on
which it grows-

Thus the siddhantin tries to maintain the supremacy of
the Lord without denying the existence of souls or of the
universe-
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